An assessment of phospholipid methylation in sarcolemma and sarcoplasmic reticulum of the aging myocardium.
The stepwise N-methylation of phosphatidylethanolamine (PE) to phosphatidylcholine (PC) (phospholipid methylation) was assessed in cardiac sarcolemma and sarcoplasmic reticulum of aging rats. This phenomenon was depressed in aging hearts relative to young ones. A decrease in activity of catalytic sites appears to be involved in the depressed phospholipid methylation of aging myocardium.